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Annual  Report,  1925. 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Norden  Urban 

District  Council 


Gentlemen, 

I  have  the  honour  to  submit  to  you  my  Annual  Report 
on  the  Health  of  the  District  for  the  year  1925.  The  Ministry 
of  Health,  as  not  doubt  you  are  aware,  has  asked  that  this 
report  should  be  in  the  nature  of  a  Survey  Report  and  shall 
summarise  the  progress  which  has  been  made  in  the  last  five 
years. 

Area  in  Acres. 

5,358  acres.  This  is  in  great  part  moorland,  and  includes 
the  gathering  ground  of  the  Hey  wood  and  Middleton  Water 
Board.  The  area  is  hilly,  and  the  populous  portion  to  some 
extent  sheltered  by  the  high  moorland  hills  to  the  North  and 
East,  which  also  cut  its  communications  on  those  sides.  The 
highest  hills  are  Hailstorm  Hill  (1,550!  feet),  Knowle  Hill 
(1,378  feet),  and  RaoJey  Moor  (1,475  feet).  To  the  South 
and  West  it  runs  into  the  Rochdale,  Birtle  and  Bamford,  and 
Heywood  districts. 

Population, 

Population  at  Census  1921,  4,066.  The  present  popula¬ 
tion  is  estimated  at  4,160’,  and  with  the  increased  rate  of 
housebuilding  in  the  area  is  likely  to>  increase  still  more 
rapidly. 
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Number  of  Families  or  Separate  Occupiers. 

Number  of  families  or  separate  occupiers,  1,220. 


Ratable  Value.  , 

Ratable  value,  ^23,787. 

Sum  Represented  by  a  Penny  Rate. 

Sum  represented  by  a  penny  rate,  y^99. 

Public  Health  Staff. 

Medical  Officer  of  Health,  W.  Hirst  Bateman,  M,B., 
Ch.B.,  salary  ^40;  Sanitary  Inspector,  John  H.  Crosby, 
salary  yCl70  (also  acts  as  Surveyor). 

Social  Conditions. 

Norden  has  developed,  and  is  developing  mainly  on 
residential  lines.  The  greater  number  of  the  houses  which 
have  been  built  during  the  last  five  years  arei  of  a  better  type 
and  are  occupied  by  people  having  business  in  Rochdale. 
No  new  businesses  have  been  started  in  Norden  during  the 
last  five  years.  Consequently  w^e  may  state  that  the  average 
economic  position  of  the  residents  in  the  area  during  the  last 
five  years  has  improved.  The  chief  industries  in  the  district 
are  bleaching  and  finishing  of  cotton  and  woollen  goods  ;  these 
industries  being  attracted  by  the  good  pure  water  supplies 
from  the  adjacent  hills.  There  are  one  or  two  small  cotton 
manufacturing  concerns,  and  there  is  a  large  area  devoted 
to  agriculture,  almost  entirely  dairy  farming. 

The  population  is  very  clean  and  thrifty,  and  this,  with 
the  steep  gradients  and  heavy  rainfall,  keeps  the  district  clean 
and  healthy,  and  tends  to  check  the  spread  of  infectious 
disease. 


TABLE  OF  VITAL  STATISTICS. 
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Births. 

The  number  of  births  registered  during  the  year  was  45, 
of?  which  4  were  illegitimate.  Of  the  children  29  were  males 
and  16  females.  This  gives  a  birth  rate  of  10.8  per  1,000, 
as  against  13.1  last  year.  The  mean  fbr  the  last  five  year's 
was  15.8.  The  rate  for  England  and  Wales  is  18.3. 

This  rate,  following  the  rule  throughout  the  country, 
still  continues  to  fall.  The  rate  this  year  is  the  lowest 
recorded  in  the  statistics  at  my  disposal,  and  it  will  be  noted 
that  the  drop  is  considerable  in  thei  last  12  months.  The 
number  of  births  was  exactly  equal  to  the  number  of  deaths. 


Deaths. 


The  number  of  deaths  of  persons  resident  in  the  district 
during  the  year  1925  was  45,  24  males  and  21  females.  This 
is  a  corrected  number,  omitting  the  deaths  in  the  district  of 
persons  ordinarily  resident  outside  the  district,  but  including 
deaths  of  persons  ordinarily  resident  in  the  district  occurring 
outside  the  district. 

This  number  is  equal  to  a  death  rate  of  10.8  per  1,000 
of  the  estimated  population.  Last  year  the  rate  was  12.1 
and  the  mean  for  the  last  five  years  was  12.3.  For  England 
and  Wales  the  death  rate  for  1925  was  12.2. 

f  his  rate  is  also  very  low,  and  during  the  last  live  years 
has  shown  a  steady  fall.  A  death  rate  of  10.8  compared  with 
one  of  12,2  for  the  whole  country  speaks  well  for  the  health 
and  habits  of  the  population  of  the  district. 
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Mortality  at  different  Ages. 

The  number  of  deaths  at  each  age  period  is  given  below. 
Figures  for  the  two>  previous  years  are  given  for  comparison  : 


1923 

1924 

1925 

Under  1  year  (infancy)  . 

3 

...  2 

...  4 

1  and  under  5  years  (pre-school  period)  ... 

— 

...  5 

...  1 

5  and  under  15  years  (school  period)  . 

1 

...  1 

...  2 

15  and  under  25  years  (adolescent  period) 

2 

...  2 

...  1 

25  and  under  65  years  (mature  period)  ... 

26 

...  17 

...  18 

Over  65  years  (post-mature  period)  . 

28 

...  24 

...  19 

This  table  shows  little  change  as  compared  with  previous 
years  in  the  ratios  for  the  different  age  periods.  Of  the 
earlier  periods  the  largest  number  of  deaths  occur  under  one 
year.  Our  damp  and  trying  climate  is  responsible  for  a  good 
deal  of  bronchitis  in  the  young. 


Causes  of  Deaths. 

Male 


Influenza  . ,..., .  2 

Tuberculous  Diseases  (Pulmonary)  ...  1 

Cancer  . 1 

Cerebral  Haemorrhage  . 3 

Heart  Disease  ..., . 3 

Arteriosclerosis  . 1 

Bronchitis  . 5 

Pneumonia  . 4 

Nephritis  . — 

Other  Defined  Diseases  . 4 


These  figures  call  for  no  special  comment. 


Female 

1 

1 

1 

6 

3 

1 

2 

1 

5 
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Infantile  Mortality. 

Total 

Male 

Female 

J  Legitimate  . 

Lirths  ^  Illegitimate  . 

41  . 

4  . 

26  ... 
3  ... 

...  15 

...  1 

Deaths  of  infants  f  Illegitimate 

1 

under  1  year  \  Legitimate 

...  3 

Total  . . . 

...  4 

Contrary  to  what  is  often  found,  only  one  of  these  deaths 
occurred  a  short  time  after  birth.  This  was  a  child  who'  was 
born  in  hospital  and  died  from  atelectasis  on  the  9th  day. 
The  other  three  children  died  from  bronchitis  and  pneumonia. 

The  infantile  death  rate  varies  very  considerably  with 
us,  due  to<  the  fact  that  our  numbers  are  so  small,  that  one 
death  alters  the  rate  very  considerably.  The  reduction  of 
this  rate  will  only  be  brought  about  by  two  factors  : 

1.  Care  for  and  improvement  in  the  health  of  the  ex¬ 
pectant  mother.  To  this  end  improvement  in  the 
economic  condition  of  the  people  and  the  lowered 
birth  rate  may  to  -some  extent  contribute. 

2.  The  spread  of  knowledge  amongst  mothers  with 
regard  to  the  care  of  their  children,  especially  as  to 
feeding,  clothing  and  fresh  air. 

Notifiable  Diseases  during  the  Year. 


Total  Cases 

Admitted  to 

Total 

Notified 

Hospital 

Deaths 

Scarlet  Fever 

.  4  ... 

...  0  . 

.  0 

Pneumonia . 

Tuberculosis — * 

. . .  10  . . . 

. . .  0  . 

.  3 

,  M  1  1 

Pulmonary  i _ h _  1  2 

*  Total  2  3 


Other  forms  ! - ■= - rTr 

l  1  oital  1 
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All  the  deaths  due  to  tuberculosis  were  of  persons  already 
notified. 

Notification  is  satisfactorily  carried  out. 

Again  we  have  been  free  from  any  serious  incidence  of 
these  diseases.  The  Sanitary  Inspector  calls  on  all  cases  of 
infectious  disease  as  soon  as  possible  on  receipt  of  notification, 
and  usually  has  no  difficulty  in  getting'  his  instructions  carried 
out. 

Nursing  in  the  Home. 

There  are  no  special  arrangements  in  the  district  for 
General  Nursing  or  for  the  nursing  of  Infectious  Diseases, 
e.g.  ?  Measles,  etc. 

The  District  Nurse  from  Rochdale  is  available  for  Special 
Cases,  such  as  Operations. 

I  would  urge  upon  the  Council  and  the  population 

generally  the  importance  of  making  some:  provision  for  district 

nursing  in  Norden.  Illnesses  could  be  shortened  and  a  large 

amount  of  unnecessary  suffering  could  be  prevented  by  the 

ministrations  of  a  district  nurse.  I  do  not  think  much 

difficulty  would  be  experienced  in  securing  the  services  of  a 

nurse  if  an  influential  committee  took  up  the  matter  with 
energy  and  goodwill. 

MidwiveSc 

There  is  one  Midwife  on  the  County  Register,  and  the 
District  is  now  reasonably  well  served. 

Day  Nursery. 

None  provided.  I  do  not  think  there  is  any  call  in  our 
district  for  such  provision. 
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Child  Welfare  Work.  Institutional  Provision  for  Unmarried 
Mothers,  Illegitimate  Infants,  and  Homeless  Children. 
School  Clinic.  Tuberculosis  Clinic.  Venereal  Disease 
Clinic.  Supply  of  Food  and  Milk  for  Expectant  and 
Nursing  Mothers  and  of  Milk  for  Infants. 

No  provision  for  these  has  been  made  in  the  area,  as 
they  are  all  provided  for  in  County  Council'  Schemes. 


Hospital  Accommodation. 

For  Infectious  Cases. 

Four  beds  for  Smallpox  at  Boldrum  Farm,  but  none  for 
other  Infectious  Diseases. 

Our  experience  of  infectious  disease  during  the  last  five 
years  would  not  lead  me  to  advise:  the  provision  of  hospital 
accommodation  for'  infectious  diseases  other  than  smallpox. 

Hospital  accommodation  for  non-infectious  cases  is  avail¬ 
able  at  the  Rochdale  Infirmary,  to  which  cases  can  be  moved 
by  ambulance  in  a  very  few  minutes. 

For  Maternity  Cases. 

These  cases  are  taken  at  the  Springfield  Hoispital  of  the 
Rochdale  Corporation,  at  thel  Guardians’  Hospital  at  Birch 
Hill,  and  Surgical  Cases  at  Rochdale  Infirmary. 

Increasing  use  is  being  made  of  the  hospital  accommoda¬ 
tion,  for  these  cases. 

For  Children. 

Children1  are:  taken  at  the  Rochdale  Infirmary  and  the 
Memorial  Home  for  Cripples,  where  general  orthopaedic  cases 
are  looked  after. 

For  Tuberculosis. 

There  is  no  accommodation  for  Tuberculosis  patients 
except  the  Sanatorium  of  thel  Rochdale  Corporation  at 
Wolstenholme  Hall,  which  is  in  the  District. 

The:  Memorial  Home  takes  children  suffering  from  tuber¬ 
culosis  of  bones  and  joints. 
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Ambulance  Provision. 

The  Rochdale  Corporation/  Ambulance  is  available  for 
noin-infectious  cases. 

Laboratory  Work. 

Arrangements  have  been  made  for  examination  of  sputum, 
blood  and  throat  swabs,  but  no  specimens  have  been  examined 
during  the  year  under  these  arrangements. 

Diphtheria  antitoxin  is  provided  on  application  to  the 
M.O.H.  at  any  time.  None  is  kept  in  the  district,  as  the 
demand  is  very  small,  and  such  an  arrangement  was  found  to 
be  wasteful.  The  present  arrangement  works  well. 

Smoke  Nuisance. 

Six;  observations  have  been  taken  on  Mill  Chimneys,  and 
owners  have  promised  to  reduce  the  black  smoke  emissions. 

The  removal  of  this  nuisance  is  a  matter  which  should 
be  kept  constantly  to  thei  fore,  as  it;  is  impossible  to  estimate 
the  damage  to  health  and  amenities  from  this  cause. 

Water  Supply. 

This  is  from  the  Hey  wood  and  Middleton  Water  Board 
chiefly,  and  is  of  excellent  quality  and  plentiful.  There  are 
a  few  private  supplies. 

The  future  of  Norden  ais  the  chief  residential  suburb 
of  Rochdale  depends  upon  the  attention  devoted  by  the 
Authority  to  the  amenities  of  the  district.  I  would  urge  upon 
the  Council  the  great  importance  of  attention  to<  all  sanitary 
details  and  chiefly  the  reduction  of  atmospheric  pollution  by 
black  smoke  and  the  abolition  as  rapidly  as  possible  of  the 
pail  system  of  refuse  disposal. 

It  is  with  very  great  pleasure  that  I  welcome  the  attention 
now  being  given  to  Town  Planning  in  the  District.  As  a 
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district  we  stand  to  gain  enormously  by  any  expenditure  of 
time  or  trouble  on  Town  Planning'.  The  improvement  in  the 
type  of  house  now  being  erected  as  compared  with  the  older 
types  is  a  very  satisfactory  feature  of  the  last  five  years. 

1  append  the  report  of  Mr.  Crosby  on  the  Sanitary 
Administration  of  the  district,  for  whose  efficient  help  in  the 
public  health  work  l  am  eery  grateful. 

I  cannot  close  mv  report  without  thanking-  the  Health 
Committee  and  my  colleagues  in  the  medical  profession  for 
their  help  at  all  times. 

1  ha\e  the  honour  to  be,  g'entlemen. 

Your  obedient  servant, 


W.  HIRST  BATEMAN. 
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Report  of  Sanitary  Inspector  and 
Surveyor  for  1925. 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Norden  Urban 

District  Council 

Gentlemen, 

I  have  great  pleasure  in  submitting  to  you  my  Third 
Annual  Report  of  the  work  done  in  the  various  departments 
during  the  year  ending  December  31st,  1925. 

Nuisances. 

45  nuisances  have  been  investigated  ;  there  were  eleven 
carried  over  from  the  previous  year,  making  a  total  of  56.  Of 
these  50  have  been  abated,  and  six  left  over  for  reasons 
deemed  sufficient. 

Sanitary  Accommodation. 

During  the  year  22  pail  closets  have  been  converted  to 
F.W.  closets,  16  additional  F.W.  closets  have  been  erected 
in  connection  with  new  buildings  and  alterations. 

The  following  are  the  numbers  and  type  of  sanitary 
accommodation  in  the  district  :  87  privies,  626  pails, 

9  W. W.C.’s,  337  F. W.C.’s. 

Refuse  accommodation  is  as  follows  :  87  privy  middens, 
165  ashpits,  382  ashbins,  and  30  tubs,  etc.  Metal  ashbins  are 
provided  in  all  new  property  and  conversions. 
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Refuse  Disposal. 

30', 613  pails,  18,970  ashbins  and  tubs,  and  4,177  ashpits 
have  been  emptied  ;  3,036  loads  have  been  taken  to  the  Delph 
disposal  basin  and  the  various  tips. 

Cost  of  collection  is  not  yet  to  hand,  but  there  is  no  doubt 
that  the  collection  of  refuse  by  the  motor  gives  a  moire 
efficient  service. 

The  tips  in  use  are  at  Whittaker  Moss  quarry  and  the  old 
quarry  at  the  rear  of  Ivy  Cottage. 

Drainage  and  Sewering. 

There  has  been  a  short  length  oT  new  sewer  laid  in  Charles 
Whittaker  Street,  and  considerable  drainage  work  in  con¬ 
nection  with  conversions  and  new  buildings  ;  there  have  been 
17  new  sewer  connections,  in  all  cases  for  combined  drains. 

Sewage  Works. 

Owing  to  the  rejection  of  the  first  twoi  schemes  for  the 
alterations  at  the  Sewage  Works  by  the  Ministry  of  Health, 
a  third  scheme  prepared  in  conjunction  with  Mr.  Joshua  Bolton 
as  consulting  engineer,  has  been  submitted  ;  this  was  returned 
for  some  minor  alterations,  which  have  been  agreed  to  and 
re-submitted. 

Housing  and  Town  Planning  Acts. 

The  outstanding  feature,  of  the  year  has  been  the  very 
obvious  signs  of  development  of  the  District  as  a  residential 
area.  This  is  shown  not  so*  much  by  the  number  of  houses 
completed,  as  by  the  number  of  plans  submitted,  and  the 
large  number  of  inquiries  as  to  available  building  sites.  All 
these  facts  contribute  toi  the  feeling  that  the  near  future  will  see 
a  considerable  increase  in  the  building  of  houses  in  the 
District. 
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The  Housing  Subsidy,  as  far  as  our  district  is  concerned, 
has  been  a,  success  in  encouraging  people  tot  build  their  own 
houses,  the  majority  of  which  being  of  the  “Garden  City” 
type,  averaging  ten  to  thei  acre,  result  in  a  definite  rise)  in  the 
standard  of  living. 

With  regard  to  Town  Planning,  the  Rochdale  and  District 
Joint  Town  Planning  Committee  is  now  in  full  working  order, 
all  plans  are  submitted  for  their  approval,  and  definite  zoning 
proposals  will  shortly  be  submitted. 

HOUSING  ACTS. 

Inspections  have  been  carried  out  in  various  parts  of  the 
District,  with  fairly  satisfactory  results,  the  necessary  repairs 
in  most  cases  being  put  in  order  on  the  service  of  preliminary 


notice  or  personal  visit  to  the  owners. 

1.  Housing  Inspections. 

(a)  Total  number  of  houses  inspected  for  housing 

defects  under  Public  Health  Acts  .  88 

({?)  Number  of  houses  which  were  inspected  under 

district  regulations  . . . .  15 


(c)  Number  of  houses  found  to  be  in  a  state  so 

dangerous  or  injurious  to  health  as  to  be 
unfit  for  human  habitation  . . .  0 

(d)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  (exclusive  of  those 

referred  under  the  sub-headings)  found  not 
to  be  in  all  respects  reasonably  fit  for  human 
habitation  . , . > .  33 

2.  Remedy  of  defects  without  service  of  formal  notice. 

Number  of  defective  dwelling-houses  rendered  fit  in 
consequence  of  formal  notice  by  L.A.  or'  their 

officers  . . . . . , _  28 
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3.  Action  under  statutory  powers. 

(a)  Proceedings  under  Sec.  28  H.T.P.A.,  etc.,  1919.  j 

1  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of 

which  notices  were  given  requiring  repairs  0  j 

2.  Numbers  of  dwelling-houses  rendered  fit  by — 

(a)  Owners  . O' 

(b)  L,.A.  default  of  owners  .  0) 

(£)  Proceedings  under  Public:  Health  Acts. 

1.  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of 

which  notices  were  served  requiring 
defects  to*  be  remedied  . .  22 1 

2.  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  which  defects 

were  remedied — 

(a)  Owners  .  18 

(b)  L.A.  default  of  owners  . 0 

(c)  Proceedings  under  Sec.  17  and  18  H.T.P.,  etc.,  Act, 

1909. 

Total  number  of  houses  erected'  .  20 

As  part  of  the  municipal  housing  scheme  .  0 

As  part  of  the  subsidy  scheme  .  13 

Number  in  course  of  construction  .  13 

Plans  passed  but  not  commenced  .  59 

Dairies  and  Cowsheds,  &c. 

During  the  year  95  of  these  inspections  have  been  made  ; 
all  were  found  to  be  limewashed  and  of  good  standard,  and 
cleanliness  maintained. 

The  faults  found  were  insufficient  lighting,  and  an  im- 
provement  of  manure  channels  is  desirable  in  many  cases. 

Two  farms  have  been  re-drained  and  manure  pits  made  at  a 
suitable  distance  from  the  shippon.  This  alteration  would 
be  an  improvement:  to  many  farms. 
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Slaughterhouses. 

There  is  only  cune  in  the  district.  It  is  well  constructed 
and  lim.ewa.shed,  and  in  every  way  satisfactory.  Its  use  has 
been  extended  considerably. 

Bakehouses. 

23  inspections  of  Bakehouses  have  been  carried  out ;  in 
all  cases  they  were  found  to>  be  in  a  satisfactory  condition, 
limewashing  books  being  produced  for  inspection. 

Smoke  Abatement. 

Six  observations  have  been  made,  four  of  which  were 
satisfactory,  the  owners  of  the  remaining  two>  on  being  notified 
a  definite  improvement  was  obtained.  There  are  now  only 
nine  factory  chimneys  in  use. 

Infectious  Diseases. 

14  cases  of  infectious  disease  were  reported,  all  of  which 
have  been  investigated  on  notification ;  full  instructions  given 
as  to  the  precautions  to  be  observed  to  prevent  spread  of  the 
disease  and  as  to  the  proper  use  of  disinfectants,  which  are 
supplied  free  of  cost  on  application  to  the  office. 

12  houses  have  been  disinfected  with  formalin  vapour. 

In  conclusion  permit  me  to  express  my  thanks  to  the 
Chairman  and  the  members  of  the  Health  and  Sewerage  Com¬ 
mittee  for  the  support  and  courtesy  given  to  me  in  thei  dis¬ 
charge  of  the  many  varied  and  onerous  duties  attaching  to 
my  office. 

I  am,  Gentlemen, 

Yours  obediently, 

JOHN  H.  CROSBY,  A.R.S.I.,  M.S.I.A., 

Sanitary  Inspector  and  Building  Surveyor. 


♦ 


